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method reveals annual remains in the gut conents better than
the whole-unimal squash and clearing techniques mentioned
above, Ttis possible we pick out both very small aninial renains

(e.g. votifer trophi, Fig. 3), and the diaphanous cuticular

remnants and setae of cladocerans and copepods (Fig. 3). The
visibility of cuticular fraginents is enhanced by the ligmin pink
stain in the PVA, and also by the use of Nomarski interfercnce
optics, Algae, fungi, detritus and inorganic material in the
guts are also clearly visibie (Fig. 2). It is possible to make
quantitative counts of the g eontents.

Animals preserved wn 70% alcolinl proved 1o be easier to
dissect than those in 4% formatin, Alcohol preservation results
in the dissolution ol much of the muscle tissue and the
softening ol the exoskelcton. The body is thus casier to sever
and o manipulate than when preserved in formalin, and there
15 less lissue “rubbish™ in the linal gut contents preparation.
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The disseeted limbs and other body parts remaining in the
first drop of PVA can be put to good use. The mouthparts
can be dissected off the remnant antero-ventral surface more
readily than they can be from the whole ammal. To do this,
the apodenes at the hases of the mouthparts are anchored
sohidly against the shide with the left needle, while the
mouthparts are easily dissected off with the right needle.
Moreover, egg sacs removed with ihe urisome can be used
for clutch-size determinations and measurcrients ol egg size.
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